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Just like any other Revu user, I have my pet peeves when I see other users doing something 
incorrectly. I want to blame the user, but I really should be blaming their trainers. What’s funny is I 
see the same mistakes being made by different people. I wish I knew why they made these simple 
mistakes, maybe it goes back to old paper based workflows.
Here are my top 5 things that I see people doing fundamentally wrong in Revu.

5. Not using the Highlight feature on a markup. 
What you’re doing wrong: Placing either a measurement or a poly shape markup and then adjusting 
the opacity to see the underlying content. 

The fix: Use the highlight feature. See this icon?  Clicking it allows the markup to turn into a 
highlighted markup showing the underlying content. Pretty simple fix right. You can even set this as 
the default, so you only ever have to set it once and forget it. 

4. Leaders that don’t connect to anything.
If you’re an AutoCAD user, this should be ingrained in you. Just make sure your leader touches 
exactly what you’re trying to show. You don’t want to leave any vagueness.

3. Not changing the Subject on your markup. 

                            Vs.  

Do you have any idea how frustrating it is as the next user to see nothing but ‘Text Box’ in the 
subject field? Or ‘Callout’ or whatever? I bet you didn’t even know you could, did you? 
When you give your markup a Subject, it adds a level for sorting. You can now easily sort to see all 
markups made by the ‘Project Manager’. 
A quick fix is to take the standard Architect, Contractor, and Engineer Review tool chests that come 
in the Revu profile and modify them to suit your needs. You really should be using a standardized 
organizational toolchest instead of the default markup tools anyways.

2. Not using the correct tool in your drawing reviews. 
In most cases this would be everyone’s biggest pet peeve. I just happen to have a different one.
What you’re doing wrong: Incorrect usage of the Textbox/ Arrow/ Cloud markup tools. Stop using 
them as different tools.

The fix: Instead of a text box and an arrow, you can use the Callout tool.  Bluebeam has already 
combined the Textbox and the arrow for you. 

Same applies with what Bluebeam calls its Cloud+ tool.  It’s a cloud, a leader, and a text box all 
rolled into one. Seriously, stop making multiple markup when you can make one. You’re actually 
clogging up the markups list when you do this. It makes it quite difficult to sort through the data 
when there are multiple markups when there could only be one. It’s also taking 3 times longer than 
it needs to. You’re placing a cloud, then a leader, then a text box, why? What if something needs to 
be moved, then you’re moving multiple things.  Don’t forget to give it a proper subject either.  You 
can even change the colour for even more options.
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1. This one isn’t something people are necessarily doing, it’s what they say. My biggest pet peeves is 
when someone says, “Bluebeam can’t do that!” . This is usually said be people who just think they 
know what it can do, but really don’t.
So far, in my Revu journey, I’ve seen only a handful of things that Revu cannot do. It can’t apply a 
slope to a curve and give you the length of that arc. It doesn’t have the math for that built in. Where 
would someone even use that? Helical stairs come to mind. Hey, its trickly math, trust me. 
It's not great at complex calculations either. Yes, you can do calculations in the markups list, but it’s 
definitely NOT Excel. It doesn’t have a conditional operation, an IF statement included, so it can’t do 
math based on a condition. It also only allows a Label to be applied to a measurement markup.
I know there’s one thing a few people would like, and that’s the ability to show the segments of a 
Polylength tool in the markups list. 
There’s one more, but it’s the subject of the next video, so I’ll save it for then. 
There are probably others that I have yet to find, or that you’ve found but in general it can probably 
do what you want it to do, and probably in 2 or 3 different ways.
Instead of just assuming that it can’t do something, you should be seeing if it can. You should be 
asking questions; you should be researching. You should definitely not be out telling people that the 
software can’t do something just because you don’t know how to make it work.
The software is by design, customizable. All it may take is a custom column or two and it’s doing 
exactly what you need it to do. Remember, that while Revu may not be able to do something 
natively, you can export the data, and use that data in something like Excel, Power BI or even your 
estimating software to make it even more powerful than it already is.

I know MOST users are only using it for simple markups, redlines, quick notes. This doesn’t mean 
that there aren’t some Best Practices out there that you shouldn’t be doing. A couple of minor 
tweaks to the way you’re doing things will change the way Revu works and make you a better Revu 
user. It’ll also make it easier on the next guy who sees your markups.

Share your Pet peeves in the comments please.


